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ABSTRACT

This study comparatively analyzed the current state of wild plant production and
distribution from cultivation aspects for units of cultivation unions around major
production centers in four cities and counties in Gangwondo including Wonju, and the
problems revealed in the consumption stage through a survey of consumers in 2005.
The methods of more efficient production and distribution of wild plants found from
this study are summarized below.

A. Analysis of management achievement from wild-vegetables production,
processing and distribution

1) Current state of wild plant cultivation

This study revealed that the cultivation areas for a major wild-vegetables (leopard
plant) were in the descending order of Yanggu > Pyeongchang > Hoengseong >
Wonju. The production timing and the number of harvests for leopard plant varied
among different regions, while those for some wild-vegetables (Cirsium setidens?),
fatsia3)) were similar among different regions. In addition, the earnings per 10a for
leopard plant were in the descending order of Pyeongchang > Yanggu > Hoengseong
> Wonju. The reason for this was estimated to be caused by the differences of
varieties and unit prices as well as the fact that the heights above sea level of
Pyeongchang and Yanggu are relatively high and the lower temperature during
summer extended the cultivation period for leopard plant, resulting in increased
number and volume of harvests.

2) Processing of wild—vegetables
In order to meet the needs of consumers who prefer live plants, pre—cooling and
storage facilities must be prepared. All the regions studied were equipped with basic

1) Leopard plant is Liguraria fischeri Turcz.
2) Cirsium setidens is Cirsium setidens NAKAI
3) Fatsia is Aralia elata SEEM



facilities with the exception of Yanggu, and the storage of wild-vegetables by
pre—cooling were managed relatively well in Pyeongchang and Hoengseong. Thus, it
was found that methods to improve added values through the efficient use of basic
facilities and the production of processed products of wild-vegetables were necessary.

3) Current state of wild—-vegetables distribution

An analysis of major sales channels by the type of wild—vegetables revealed that
the direct sales channels (telephone, Internet, consumers' visits to production centers,
small restaurants) formed the mainstream. In some areas, wholesale markets, large
distributors (discount stores) and other methods were used. Depending on the
distribution channel, producers paid about 7% for commissions. The live
wild—vegetables were shipped in boxes of 2 and 4 kg units as soon as they were
harvested in most areas studied. The shipping prices of wild—vegetables varied a little
by production time, region and shipping destination.

B. Analysis of consumption state of wild—vegetables

1) Major sales channels and criteria for selection of wild-vegetables

The major sales channels for wild—vegetables in this study were large distributors
and conventional markets. The reasons that such places were preferred by general
consumers were wide selections, low prices, and good guality.
2) Buying and packing types, and preferred units

It was found that consumers usually buy wild—vegetables in live state, and prefer
vinyl packing and small packing units of 1kg or less.
3) Buying times and motivation, criteria for product selection

The tendency to buy wild—-vegetables occasionally in limited times or when there
was a high demand was most prominent, and consumers bought wild-vegetables as
healthy food (for well-being) owing to their image of healthy vegetables. In addition,
the criteria for selecting wild—vegetables were freshness, production center, place of
origin and price.
4) Consideration for wild-vegetables brands and the certificate of environmental
friendliness

Consumers responded that the reason for considering brand as a criterion of
selecting wild—-vegetables was the reliability of producers and the reason for selecting
products with the certificate of environmental friendliness was because they were
safe. However, there was a high percentage of consumers who were discontented
with the high price of environmentally friendly farm products.



5) Experience of imported wild-vegetables and selection criteria

While the experience of buying imported wild—-vegetables distributed in Korea was
at an average level, the intention to buy imported wild-vegetables was low. However,
as there was a higher percentage of consumers who would select imported products
depending on prices, the improvement of farm management was required to reduce
production costs and enhance the competitiveness of domestic wild-vegetables in the
future.

C. Methods for more efficient production and distribution

1) From the production aspects, a systematic production system must be established
through the development of whole—year cultivation types.

2) The need for converting to small vinyl packing preferred by consumers was
raised.

3) The establishment of various sales channels and the improvement of distribution
routes are required.

4) Standardization, grading and scaling by crop are required for the expansion of
distribution channels

5) Various processed products must be developed.

6) As domestic products are weaker in price competitiveness, it is important to
select wild—-vegetables crops as fresh vegetables that can be sold as live products
that are difficult to import.

D. Limits and problems in this study

This study could present the small vinyl packing units as a result of survey on the
buying units of consumers according to wild-vegetables studied. However, as live
vegetables are not shipped in small vinyl packings except for those shipped after first
processing for preserved vegetables, it was not possible to analyze management
achievements according to shipping in small vinyl packings or derive results of scaling
by crop owing to the limited period of study. More researches are required in the future
to develop small vinyl packings for different wild-vegetables and analyze management
performance according to them, which must be preceded by a study on scaling by
crop.

Key words : Wild-vegetable, distribution, Agricultural management, Consumption
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